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EUBJIECT: Nircaraguan Helitcpter Dewninhyg

In respanse tu yowr cirection, State Department this sftecnoon
convened 2 meeting emene CIA, DOD, end WEC to review all knewn
facts relating to the Septembér 1 helicopter downing in
Kicaragua that killed two Americais. Based on information
¢0llected at the meeting, State is preparing a paper which will
be forwvarded ARSAP, When it arrives, it ghould be attsached to

taile

BLAMATrY .

Tacts relating to the. events of September 1 are summarized below.
Classificatfen of the material is ipdicated o thet you may
giscern which should or shoulé not be used derinc your television

appearance thik Evening:

EBRERET
Declassify: OARDR

The helicopter wes 2 Hughs 300 kelonging to the NHicaraguan
Democratic Force {FDN}. _fBY

The helicopter tock off frem the FDN military headguarters
at Las Vegas, Eonduras, tarrying two American members of the
Ex galled Civilian Military Assistance (CMA) greoup and a
Nicaraguan FCOH pilot. AL€F

The FDN has claimed that the helicoprer launched from a £ite
in Hicaragua. AUT .

While the molives of the CM2 personnel are unknown, it is
mgstmed that they were following a FDH air attack esarlier
the same day zecainet a Sandinista trairning facility at Santa
Clara, WNicaragua, The {Ma lesder claims that their inteanded
purpose was 1o provide search and rescue for any downec FOH

pilots,
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—- Pre first U.5. ecogrizance of Arerican involvement "in the
incident was throual the FDK lzte on September 1, 427

—  ©h September 2, CMA members in Eonduras informed Erassy
Tecucigalpa that two of their nembers were mlssing and
presumed downed. in the helicopter wWhich had returrec from
Hicaragua. _LH? '

- Our eerliest record of conizci between CMA and U.E,
cfficiels dates from October 1582, when Thomas Fosey
anpraacheﬁ the Milgroup in Ben Sazlvador expressing interest
in donating eguipment to the Salvadoran military (Tab Al.
The Milgroup arranged contazcts between CHE and the EEAF
General Staff. Eubseguently, the Embasey reperted that
CHA's offer hed been accepted, and that "severzl emall boxes
of sgquipmernt™ were delivered to the ESAF. Posey aleEg
offered to provide five "irnfantry trainers" te the ESRF. We
have no indication ef the Seplvadoran response. B

- Mr. ¥FPosey and the CHMR organization first appesred 1in .
Honduras in Januvary 19EB4 offering teo provide "free milatary
eguipnent”™ to, the Goversmment of Honduras and reguested the
assistance of our Embassy (Tab B). In raply to the
Emrassy's request for information on CMA, the State
Department responded on January 28 [Tab C). &)

== There iz np evidence that any munitions were ever delivered
+¢ the Goverrment of Honduras:; although, small guantitles Df
non-ordnance materiel (boots . web gear, etc.} were
epparently turned over to Honduran customs. In August, CMA
delivered similar ecuipment evidently designated for
provision o a Honduran airberne battaljon and the FPRN. 114

- There iz mo rTecord of USS contact with CMR between the +:ime
of the initial approachee to our Embassies inm San Salvasar
and Tegucigalps vntil September 2 (Tab D). (N

-- At some point between the initial contact &pd the events of
September 1, It is apparent that CMA established contact
with the FDN. Eased on their public statementis, the
relationship has existed for several months. _{H) h
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{ftﬁ U.5. Arnv end Horduran engineerc conducted- limited fraining

\m- at the airfield. During +<the engineering iralning at
_ hijucate, Honduran milit-.j%_;ﬂgineers iﬁstalled_

culverts for dreinage.

~=~  No permenent inetallaticns were developed at Rjucate as a
result of the 0,5, exercise.

~—  There is no known relationship between the CIA or any other
U.E. intelligence establishment and the Alabama Netional
Guard Unit with which several of the CHML members seem to he
affiliated. The DOD is investjigating whether or not the CM2
members pffiliated with the Guard or the DOD violated &ny

regulatione or laws.

- There were no U.5, Government personnel at the base from
whirh the haljicopter launched and no 0,5, officials were
aware, in advance, of either the airstrike by the O+2
airerait or the helicopter missicon. The FIM command
(including hdoilfc Calero) indic=tes thet they were unaware
of what appears o be 2 spontzneous misslon instigated by

the two RAmericancs.

-— Based cn information available, it can be assumed that this
wags a well-intentioned effort on the part of these Americans
generzted by public knowledge that USG funding was no longer;
available to the anti-Communist Wicaraguan Freedom Fighters.

{o)

REECOMMENDATION

That you use the points above during your television AppRATENCE
this evening.

Approve Pisapprove

Attachments
Talk 2 - AMEMEASEY San Salvador 03926 of Janvary 26, 1984

Tah B - AMEMBASSY Tegucigalpa (0352 of January 11, 1984
Tah C - SECETATE Wach DC GZEE77 of Jenuary 28, 1%E4
Tab [ = AMEMBLESY Teguecigalpz 10%50 of September 3, 19E4

_SRERET



