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Eliminating the Threat From Ballistic

It j.s ny policy to take every opportunity to reduce worlC
tensions and enhance stability.
Our efforts to achieve
significant reductions in strategic offensive forces and to
eliminate LRrNF land basec missiles are o:re approach to that ai-m.
liowever, it is my long range goal to go beyond this.
I would
like to cecrease our reliance on the threat of retali.ation bv
offensive nuclear l/eapons and to increase the contribution o?
defensive systems to our security and that of our al1ies. ?o
begin to move us toward that goal, I have concluded that ve
should explole the possibillty of using defensive capabirities to
counter the threat posed by nuclear ballistic missites. (U)
r direct the development of an intensive effort to define a lonq
term research ani development program aimed at an ultinate goalof eliini-nating the threat posed by nuclear ballistic missil6s.
These actions will be carried out in a manne! consistent wi_th or:r
obl"igatj.ons under t'he AB!"1 Treaty and recognizln_o the need. for
close consultations with our a11ies. (U)
In order to provide the necessary basis for this effort, I
further direct a study be compreted on a priori-ty basis to assess
the roles tliat ballistic nissile defense could play 1n future
security strategy of the UniteC States and our allies.
Anonq
other items, the stucy will provide guid,ance necessarv to deieLop
research and development funding comrnitments fcr the iy aS
Departmental budgets and the accoropanying Five-year Defense
Progran {FYDP}. (U)
The Assistant to the President for Natiorral securitv Affairs is
assigned the respcnsibility to fo-nul-ate detail-ed ristructions
for implementing this NSDD lnciudi-ng organization. assiqnment of
responsibilities,
and completj-on Cates. (U)
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