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Sovist sliitlif ff ty: There has been no significant
change 1 et military résdiness posture following the US .
airetrikes. Soviet naval umits remain in early warning/
sucrveillence positions in the ceatral Mediterranean. all
Soviet civil flighte ¢ 1y echeduled to land or overfly
Libya have been rezou te lamd at Algiers or to overfly
Algecian aicspece until further notice.
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. ~ Mogld Reaction .

§oviet: The Soviet Qevegrmswent statement of April 15 warned
that uaspecified "far-reachiag oonclusions® would have to be
drawn if U8 “aggression”® #id met cease immediately and blamed
tha US for making the Shultg-Shevardnadse meeting impossible
*at this time.® Gorbachev im his April 1S meeting with Swedish
Premier Caclsson called the US action a link in a chain of
provocative actions and s delibetate aggravation of US-Soviet
relations. The statement did mot mention terrorism, but the
media have played up Gerbachev's public disavowal of support
for terrorism and have att to turn the US charge against
Lidya artound to tar the U8 with the terrorism-as-state-policy
brush, portraying Libys as m.:letl-.

The overriding publiec theme, however, is that the US
administration, in pucsuit of its policy of neoglobalism, has
committed the °crime® of aggression against a sovereign state
in violation of the UM Chei aad international law,

Ofticial pronouncemeats pledging solidarity with Libya
before the attack were seasistemtly cast in generalized
language, and Deputy Pereiga Wiamister Korniyenko on April 14
skirted the issue of wvhat Beeocev would do in the event of US
action against Libya. Qedbefi did not enhance his ‘credibility
with the SBoviets by his ftooc ia March, and Moscow is ‘
probably as distrustfel of kim a8 ever and as unlikely to make
any sort of commitment ket weuld risk draving it into a
confrontation with the ¥8.

Other

RO t Ceausescu salled in the US ambassador April 15 to
convey & strongly werded -b...,:.:o-vrulidont Reagan protesting
the US attack which allegedd i9ed the Romanian Embassy and

_ injured four people, and stating that Romainia held the us
E.0.129%8 ¢,]i)y responsible.
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Official
comnentary {s likely to remaia cautious, probably regretting
the current situation but avoidiag any direct criticism of US
action. The main conocera of officials vwill be over any
escalation of hostilitise and the danger that US-European
divisiveness on the isswe ceuld éamage prospects for success of
“the upcoaing Tokyo sSusmit.

gg*%gx The PRC Foreiga Nimistry press spokesman announced
on April 15 that China "ceandemms® the US attack. He said China
opposes tercoriam and alse “the encroachaent® on the territory
of another state "under the pretexat of striking terrorism.®
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ustralia: Prime Nimister Bawke said Australia *deeply
tegrets ¢ confliot and called on both sides to seek a
‘peaceful resolution® of their differences. Pollowing Hawke'sg
statement, opposition lesder Joha Novard expressed regret that
ths government had failed to swpport the US and that the

opposition supported the US actions as justifiable
self-defense.
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