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The Secretary opened conversation at luncheon by saying he
thought it would be useful to summarize where we stood after
two days of discussions. We have been having on-going
discussions, the Secretary said, and are now working to give
those discussions an operational content, what people are
actually going to do. This is going on and is very important.
In addition, as an umbrella over the top of these discussions,
is the reflection that this visit is part of an on-going
process. We have solved some problems and have others before
us which we will continue to work on.
Within that framework, what has come forward is a
of
We have both important opportunities and serious
problems and now is the time to be working aggressively to
us toward our objectives. Reflecting this urgency, Ambassador
Bartholomew will head back to Beirut tomorrow and Don Rumsfeld
will probably travel to the area early next week. We in
Washington will be keeping close track of what is happening,
aiming at creating a situation where time is more and more
our side.
urgency.
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We have been forging a strong working patnership between
the USG and the GOL and one aspect of this is that we are
giving more structure to some of the things we have been
working on. We will have a committee on military matters and
one on economic matters. We have been working in both arenas
already but the time has come for this to be more formalized.
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We have addressed a variety of concrete problems. You met
with our military leaders and examined the military situation.
You presented Lebanon's needs in the military field ßnd they
.will be examined and worked on through the military-committee.
We will be responsive, as we have been in the past. Much has
already been accomplished on the emergence of the LAF as a
multi-confessional institution in Lebanon.
We have recognized that political issues also have to be
We have recognized your thinking about the breadth and
inclusiveness of your government. We have been impressed by
what you are doing but that is strictly your bailiwick.
solved.

All this discussion is against a background of reaffirming
our basic objectives--to get all foreign forces out of Lebanon
and to have a strong, broadly based central government emerge,
and so on. In pursuing these objectives we have looked at
other steps to take which will help stabilize the situation,
first in the unoccupied areas and then in the occupied areas.
I have in mind particularly the Israeli occupied areas where
some intermediate steps for withdrawal could help stabilize the
situation. These are the main points as I see them.
Ambassador Rumsfeid noted there had been discussion on
resolving the problem of Dayr al-Qamr and the need to arrange
for the evacuation of refugees and Lebanese forces militia from
the town and maintain the road open.
It was noted that Tripoli had been discussed as a situation
of real concern. The Secretary noted we should say that we had
reviewed the situation in detail from Tripoli in the north to
Tyre and the situation in south.

Foreign Minister Salem said we had discussed the
consolidation of governmental authority in unoccupied areas as
well as the restoration of civil and security authority in the
south in order to counter the impression of creeping Israeli
Mr. al-Khalil affirmed that the Israeli occupation
annexation.
was raising the anxiety level in the south. He saw no harm in
activating Lebanese services. The greatest harm the Israelis
were doing, however, was in closing the roads and this problem
should be dealt with.
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The Secretary said that during negotiation of the
Lebanon-Israel agreement we had created an atmosphere in Israel
conducive to withdrawal. Since then, however, Syrian
intransigence and Palestinian reinfiltration were changing this
atmosphere. Working with Israel to extend civil authority in
the south would help improve the atmosphere again. Ambassador
Tueini interjected that it would be better to say we had
recognized the requirement to work on the extension of Lebanese
civil authority in all occupied areas. This was agreed.
President Gemayel noted the urgency of taking some concrete
It was right to try to make time play for us but that
is not certain now. The Secretary said this is the perception
we must change so people will begin to say that this government
is going to win and it is time to get on board with this
government.
steps.

President Gemayel said he agreed with the organization of
committees.
They should work on specific proposals to address
immediate needs in the economic, social and military spheres.
There was a need to go beyond generalities not just to come up
with specific figures or dollar levels, but to show that there
was permanent consultation and in order to give credibility to
our partnership. Ambassador Rumsfeld added that a joint
committee was needed to track these things.

President Gemayel said we needed to say we had discussed
the problem of withdrawals--that this problem had been on the
agenda and we had taken appropriate measures to fulfill our
objectives. The Secretary said that when we are questioned we
will
say the May 17 Agreement was discussed and the
President and the U.S. affirmed their support for the agreement.
President Gemayel interjected that Lebanese public opinion
was looking for a mechanism for implementation of the
agreement.
It would be embarrassing for him to have only the
agreement mentioned. Mr. al-Khalil noted that the way the
agreements had been mentioned in President Gemayel's White
House statement December 1 had been good. He agreed that such
reference would be necessary or else the whole Geneva setup
would have no hope of continuing. President Gemayel repeated
that we must say we have gone beyond the letter of the
agreement to find a mechanism and conditions for implementation.
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The Secretary suggested that maybe it was best to leave the
point where the President and President Gemayel had left it
his pòint saying
yesterday. President Gemayel tried to restate
and
look to
we should forget about the agreement itself
The
Secretary
cautioned
him
that
we needed to
implementation.
If
it
is
decided
to
be careful about how words were used.
point
Lebanon
loses
the
forget about the agreement, at that
President
Gemayel
said
this
was
not
U.S. and it loses Israel.
what he meant to say.
Foreign Minister Salem agreed with the Secretary that it
would be best to say the Agreement had been discussed and not
say more than had been said yesterday.
The meeting closed with a discussion about what both sides
would say to the press.
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